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Hello and welcome to American Sign Language (ASL) class. I’m excited to start a new year with you. This class requires you to use your creative side and open your mind to Deaf people and their culture. Not only will you learn ASL, you will also learn about Deaf history, culture, and their values and beliefs. This class is primarily taught in ASL (without voicing).

Behavior and Expectations:
· Be respectful to me and to your fellow students

· Bring a positive attitude

· No gum

· Be prepared everyday

· No TALKLING while teacher is talking/signing

Materials:
· 3 Ring Binder (MUST be separate from other subjects)

· Dividers titled: Warm ups, Notes, and Assignments (Notebooks are required daily) 

· 1 black, 1 blue and 1 red pen

· Highlighters

Class work:

Class work will be given everyday. The point value will vary per assignment. The teacher will let you know when each assignment is due.    

Homework:
· Homework will be posted on the board. Students are required to copy homework assignments into their time-tracker daily.

· Late homework will NOT be accepted.

Projects/Reports:
· Projects will be given throughout the year. 

· Topics will include: Deaf culture, Deaf people, and Deaf history.

Tests/Quizzes:

· Receptive and expressive tests/quizzes: will assess the student’s abilities and skills learned.

· Culture Exams: will include questions about Deaf culture, history, and literature.

Extra Credit:

Students are strongly encouraged to attend Deaf events in the area. Events will always be posted in class, or you can find events on the Internet. 

Videotape yourself or write an essay explaining the following:

· What was your experience like? Who did you go with? Where did you go? What did you learn? Explain details…

· If you went to a performance include the ticket.

All videotapes must be 3-6 minutes in length. If you don’t have access to a video camera, please see Ms. McCluskey. Filming can be done after school using a school camera. All essays must be 2-3 pages in length, size 12 font.
Grading:

Daily Participation Grade:

Each student will receive 5 points each day for participation. If student misbehaves, disturbs the class, or become off task; these points will be subtracted from the student’s daily participation grade. Students are encouraged to participate everyday to ensure no points are taken from their participation grade. If a student receives a 0 for the day, an automatic detention will be given. If you are caught with gum, one participation point will be deducted. Students will have the opportunity to receive “High Fives” throughout the period to help with their participation grade. 
Overall Grade:

Homework/Class work:
20%



Tests/ Quizzes:

30%

Projects/Reports:

30%

Daily Participation:

20%

Make-Up Policy:

Work will be due according to the length of absence: example 1 day- 1 day to complete assignment and turn in, etc. Tests and quizzes must be made up NO later than 2 weeks after the original test date (students are responsible to sign up to make up the test). If later, students may receive a 0. Students are responsible to collect all handouts/assignments while they were absent.   

· ALL absences must be excused in order to receive the above policy. If the absence is unexcused, this policy will NOT apply. 

Attendance:

All students must be in the classroom when the bell rings. Students will be marked tardy if they enter the classroom after the bell rings. Students with 3 tardies will receive detention. Don’t be LATE!

Academic Dishonesty:

Any student involved in dishonesty on any work; including talking during exams, will be subject to one, some, or all of the following: an automatic zero on the assignment/test; a phone call home; one suspension from class; or a referral. Academic dishonestly is NOT tolerated in this classroom. 
Textbooks:

Spradley, T. S., Spradley, J. P. (1978) Deaf Like Me. Washington DC: Gallaudet University Press 

Zinza, J. E. (2006). Master ASL! Level One. Maryland: Sign Media, Inc.

Zinza, J. E. (2006). Master ASL! Fingerspelling, Numbers, and Glossing. Maryland: Sign Media, Inc.
*Additional materials will be supplemented

Contact Information:

Voice Mail: 818-735-3300 ext. 171 
Email: smccluskey@opusd.k12.ca.us

Website: http://www.ophs.opusd.k12.ca.us/Teachers/SMcCluskey/mrs__mccluskey.htm 
Parents: The best way to contact me is via email. This will be faster and easier.

Please return this page only. Retain the attached for reference.

 I have read and understand the objectives and requirements for this course.
Student Name: 





_______ Period: 

                          

Student Signature: 





_______ Date: 

     

I have reviewed this syllabus and discussed the terms of the course with my student.
Parent Name: 










Parent Signature: 





_______ Date: 
          
      

Option- Parent Contact Information:

Home Phone:





 Work Phone: 



      
Email: 







__________
